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This, in Billow's eyes, was the moment for the second part of his
programme, and he arranged that Kaiser and Tsar, both of whom
happened to be cruising in their yachts in the Baltic, should meet off
Bjorkoe, a small island in Finnish waters (July 24). What followed
is described by the Kaiser in a letter to Billow, which is unique in its
mingling of guile, sentiment and religiosity. The Kaiser consulted
the scriptures before going on board the Tsar's yacht; the two
monarchs fell into each other's arms, tears glistened in their eyes, the
Kaiser condoled with the Tsar over his misfortunes in the Far East,
his desertion by his false friends the French, the indignities they had
both suffered at the hands of King Edward, and induced him to say
that Germany was Russia's " only real friend in the whole world."
At exactly the right moment he produced the October Treaty now
brought up to date, (" which quite by accident I happen to have in
my pocket") and induced the Tsar to sign it, there on the spot in
the cabin of the yacht. The Treaty in its amended version ran as
follows :
In case one of the two Empires should be attacked by a European Power its
Ally will come to its aid in Europe with all its forces on land and sea.
The high-contracting parties pledge themselves not to make a separate peace
with any common enemy.
The Emperor of all the Russias, will, after this Treaty comes into force,
take the necessary steps to inform France of this agreement and to pledge her
to associate France with it as an Ally.1
The Kaiser returned to his yacht in a state of high enthusiasm and
exaltation, convinced that he had achieved the greatest stroke of
statesmanship in modern times.
It was nevertheless a complete fiasco. On scrutinizing the signed
draft Billow perceived that the Kaiser had on his own authority
introduced the limiting words " in Europe" into the first clause,
and said at once that this took all the sting out of it. One of its
main objects, he protested, was that in the event of England attacking
Germany or joining France in an attack on Germany, Russia should
help by invading India. With Russian aid confined to Europe, the
Treaty would merely incite England instead of restraining her. High
1 G.P. XIX (2), No. 6220 et se^
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